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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
Claims 1-11 cancelled. 

12. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift for a vehicle, said 
tail-lift comprising: 

a lifting mechanism for lifting and lowering a 

platf orm 7 — a-ftd-2_ 

left and right side guiding rails 4ft — on which the 

lifting mechanism is suspended with e&e — a plate-shaped 
vertical carriage depending fro m each guidi ng rail, each 

carriage being e - aeh - y a-ftd e-aft fee slidably di - spl - aeed 

displacable between a working position located behind the 
vehicle and a traveling position located below the 
vehicle; / whoroin each carriage hao a 

front guiding olomo - j - _th eft- — upper 

sliding member — aft-e 1 — a — ee-rH- — guiding — clement — wi-fefe — a — lower 

s - li - ding m - ember 7 wherein fefte front gul - ding element i-s- 

n a i ^ - rh f-on t guiding elemen t attached f-r-effi---a-B-e-^e----eH-te 

■fc-he into a recess of a corresponding carriage af*4 ie- 

arrested — eft — the — carri age — at a right a ngle s — angle to the 

di-reet-i-eft — ef — a - t - t - aehmen - t carriage, said recess opening to a 
top : • .- — aftdr"Or--fe-he 

rear guiding e - leme - H - fc are- elements, with lower 

sliding members, each rear guiding element attached from 
bel-e-w — e-n-t-e — th- einto an op ening of a ■ ■ carriage 

i-H — a« — e-peft-i-n^ — e-f- — fefee — carriage — and i-s — arrested disposed on 

the carriage at right angles to the dir ec tion e-f- 

a 1 1. a chm e n t c a r r i age . 



4 



3350 



Claim 13 (cancelled) 

14. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 

12, wherein -fe-h-e — each front guiding element is g^u-i-ded - 
til tabl v < , r-J in -the — rcccG3 correspoii^ , . 1 \' c.sses of 
■the — ea - r - r - i - a - g -e. — s - u - e - h — t - ha - t — it — ea-n — b ee a r r i a g e s a n d vertically 
displaced an d is disposed to be tiltablodisplacable ♦ 

15. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 

14, wherei: an abutment surface -e-f 

^the ^—+-^— r — — - — , — — , , with the sliding 

member of the front guiding element, -is — said abutment 
su :a :c be i n j convexly curved into the recess of the 
carriage . 

16. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 

13, wherein t-h-e — each front guiding element is guided 
tilt ably disposed in -the — r-eee&s c o r re s p o n d i n g r e c esse s of 

the — carriage — such tha- — - — — — — arriages and 

vertically di - spl - aeed a-nd is dispe - sed te be 

fill xiisl-r 'Jl./ L . 

17. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 
16, wherein each carriage comprises an abutment surface e-f 

t-he ee^£-ieg - e~r ^fe - ^ - eh . eeeee«--- . • ■ with the 

sliding member of the front guiding element, 4-s — said 
abutment surface being convexly curved into the recess of 
the carriage. 

18. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 
12, wherein the — each rear guiding element is tiltably 

m t — : — rcce s s corresponding reces se s of the 
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eeHHHkHgre — s-o-e* — feea-t — i-t — e-a-s — b ee o r r e s p o n d i n g c a r r i ages and 

vertically ei-sp-l-a-eeey e&td 4-s d-i-apeeed fee fee 

fe3r3rfeafe4redisplacable . 

19. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 
12, wherein each carriage comprises an abutment surface ef- 
t-he — carria ge which coopcratcs cor: . the sliding 
member of the rear guiding element 

surface being convexly curved into the recess of the 
carriage . 

20. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 
12, wherein the front and/ or and rear guiding element 
p - £ eg - ee - t - e p r o j e c t beyond both sides of the carriage. 

21. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 
12, wherein the sliding member of the front and/ or and rear 
guiding el-eme-R-fe— hae-e 1 emen t s have a U-shaped cross-sect ion^x 
vicwed in the guiding direction of the carriage. 

22. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 

21, wherein the f u r t h e r c o mp r i s i n g- front sliding member 

r-'j ■ i -■<. ■ — rHH+i~— — l- li li ling member eaa~re4-e-r- 

h-a-ve carriers each h aving a U-shaped cross-section, v-i-ew-ed 
■ t-r-a - R-e-^e-r-eel-y — ee — fefee — g^i-d - ia - g — di - ^ - eeei - e - n — e-f- — the—ea^^-agey — a«rd 
ehe each sliding member carrier and \-t-4--s 

sliding member, being mutually rotated by 90° w i t h r e s p e c t 
to one another , and positively engage each other, 4** 
pa-^-&i-ea-la-r- ? — over t-he-i--i----- e n t i r e surfaces the reo f . 

23. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 
12, wherein t-he further comprising front and/or and rear 
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e ; a4-di-B - <g clement comprise (o? a sliding member ea-r-^-i-e-r 

carriers on which -the corresponding sliding faemis-e-r 

i-e members are held. 

24. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 
23, wherein the front sliding member carrier a - nd - / - e - r and the 
rear sliding member carrier each have a U-shaped cross- 
eee - fc^ie - n - y — viewed — transversely — fee — the — guiding — direction — eS 

■the - , and the sliding member carri e r 

earners and - li linj - — - - , 

being mutually rotated by 90°, with respect to one another 
and positively engage each other, in particular, — over their 
entire surfaces Ihei ;of. 

25. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 
23, wherein the two sliding member carriers a - R - d/o - r — t - h - ei - r - 

and cor responding sliding members ea^h-^^^e-^fehe-esas^aj^e of 
common design. 

26. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 

13, wherein the each front guiding element is gu-ided 

tiltably disposed in the — r e c e s & c o r r e s p o n d i n g recesses of 

the -jj carriage ouch that it ea-a be and 

vertically dis - p - 1 - aeed ars disposed fee be t - i-l - fe - ab - le - r 

, h rear guiding element is gu-ided 

of 

the — carriage — ouch that — it can be corresr - carriages and 

vertically e-i s -p-la-e ed 7 e*±4 is di-spe-sed fee be 

tiltablc displacable / wherein an abutment surface of ehe — a 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g carriage wh-ie-h— coopcratcs cooperat i n g with -the 
a corresponding sliding member of the rear guiding element 
is convexly curved into the recess of the carriage, wherein 
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the front a-R^/e - ^ and rear guiding ejreffleft-fe — p^e^-eetr& e 1 erne n t s 
pro j ect beyond both sides of the carriage, wherein the 
sliding member of the front and/or and rear guiding clement 
■ fc f fr&e len a U-shaped cross-section, v-i-ew^e-e l — ±& — t-h-e 

wifi+fte d-r-reee-i^ie -e-f- t-he carriag e / and wherein the front 

— h j I rear guiding — -t— f- e i , ii r - - e 

correspond to a sliding member carrier on which -the — a 
: : _ng member is held. 

27. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 
2 6, wherein ses an abutment surface e-£~ 
■feke — ea - r-r-i - age , — which — c o o - pe - r - a - te - s -c o ope r a t i ng with the sliding 
member of the front guiding element, -i-e — said abutment 
surface being convexly curved into the recess of the 
carriage . 

28. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 
26, wherein the front sliding member carrier ■ a*»d - / - o - r - and the 
rear sliding member carrier each have a U-shaped cross- 
■ see - t - i-oa-; — v - iewed — t - r - an - sve - r - s - e - l-y — t-e — the — g^i - di^g — d - lr - e - eti - e - n — of- 

h-e------ , ~ .ions and the sliding member ea-r-r-i-e-r- 

carriers and - : - \ \\ \ sliding ^-- t -4----,- ::- i, - : are 

being — mutually — rotated by 90°, and with respect to one 
another, and positively engage each other, i-~ — p^ar - tie - ula^, - 
over -&hei-r-- entire surfaces thereof. 



29. (Currently Amended) Tail-lift according to claim 
26, wherein the -ewe — sliding member carriers a-nd-/-e-g — t - he - i-r 
corresponding sliding members each — have — fefee — same are of 
- • lesign . 



8 



